With the implementation of the Western Development Strategy, China's West has made much progress. With the increase in the government's financial contribution and success in attracting enterprises and investments, the GDP of the region has increased rapidly and some of what were previously regarded as impoverished areas have rapidly become prosperous and become a haven for so-called "prospectors." For example, with steady increase of the prices of energy and raw materials, the Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region, which has abundant supplies of coal, has become a popular area for development. Statistics show that since the Western Development policy was implemented, GDP growth in the Western region has significantly increased.
1 A firsthand look at the results of western development can leave quite an impression. Previously desolate western cities have been filled with modern skyscrapers and shifting crowds. Expressways have wang xiaoyi been built to connect western cities and have started to be host to heavy traffic. The sleeping last seems to have been suddenly awakened. As with happened in the East, the once quiet and peaceful west has been swept up in the tide of modernization and the associated flow of people, commodities, and ideas.
Dramatic changes have taken place not only in urban areas but also in rural areas. The most obvious change is that farmers who used to depend on local resources for survival in the past can no longer do so. On the one hand, they seem to enjoy their more modern lifestyle. For example, agricultural production seems to be easier with the support of large quantities of pesticides, chemical fertilizers, and machines; farmers do not need to collect their own fertilizers. With the increase in grain prices, more subsidies from the government, and the planting of cash crops, the income of farmers has increased. On the other hand, there are more and more imported commodities in their lives. Many cheap industrial products appear in their shops. Bottled water, industrially produced crackers, beer, and soda have replaced their traditional food and drinks and become important consumer goods in villages. There is increased interaction between farmers and the outside world. They now have televisions and cell phones. Watching television has become the most important recreational activity and telephone calls have become one of the most important ways of communication.
All these changes have happened because of the existence of an open market. With the improvement of infrastructure, especially the improvements in transportation, and the continuous opening up to investors, marketization has penetrated every corner of the West. This marketization has heavily influenced western farmers, whose production and lifestyles have become more dependent on the market. For farmers, income has become more important than products, because without money they cannot buy chemical fertilizers and pesticides, afford tuition fees and medical fees, or even afford small luxuries such as cigarettes, alcohol, tea, and candy. In short, without money farmers cannot maintain their agricultural production or their livelihoods. Money has become a necessity in their everyday life.
To increase their income, farmers must adapt themselves to the needs of the market. They work not for putting food in their mouths but for making money. Traditional crops cannot meet the needs of the outside market and thus farmers introduce new varieties; traditional western crops cannot fetch good prices so farmers have begun to grow fruits and vegetables. To grow fruits and vegetables, farmers need to
